V By the King; 


A Proclamation for preuenting the dearth 


of Corne and Victuall. 


| 2 I watchfull Epe ok pꝛouidente, foꝛ the publique good of His louing 
22 S Subiects,isalwayes kept open) hath lately taken into His Pzince- 
2 ly conſideration, the generall ſcarcitie and dearth of Gꝛaine and 

51 Uictuall like to fall out, and much feared this yeere following 
in many parts ofthis Kingdome. Aud hauing vpon aduice with 
the Lo2ds of his Maieſties Pztuy Counlell , conſidered of ſuch 
good meanes as haue been herctofoze vſed vpon the like occaſion, 
and ſome others, which by a due and ſeaſonable erecution, may (by Gods bleſſing) pꝛeuent 
thoſe extremities, which otherwiſe che ſcartitie thꝛeatned, may bꝛing foozth, doeth by this 
His Pꝛoclamation publiſh and declare his Royall pleaſure and Commandement therein, foz 
the good of his people, in the ſeuerall Articles here enſuing. 

Firſt, wheras His Maieſ ti. hath with the aduice of His ſaid Pꝛiuie Counſell, tauſed a Wooke 
of Oꝛders, koꝛ pꝛeuenting and remedping the dearth of Gꝛaine and Uictuall, (which was 
firſt conceined and made in the time of the late Queene Elizabeth, and afterwards renewed in 
the time of His Maieſties Nopall Father of bleſſed memozy) to bee againe reuiſed and enlar⸗ 
ged with ſome neceſſary additions, grounded vpon the Statutes made ſince the firſt publiſh⸗ 
ing thercof, and hath taken carefoz repꝛinting of the ſame; whereby particular directions 
are giuen foꝛ ſuppꝛeſſing the abuſes and offences of Pngroſſers, Badgers, Bꝛoggers, Carri⸗ 
ers, and Buyers of Cozne , Mault makers, Bꝛewers, Bakers, Milners, and others Tra⸗ 
ding in Coꝛne, as alſo fo: cauſing the Alltze of Bꝛead and Beere to bee truely kept, and the 
Markets duely ſupplyed with Coꝛne, andthe pooꝛe firſt lerued and p2outded foz , with other 
like clauſes to the good purpoſe afoꝛeſapd: His Mateſtie ſtraitly chargethand commandeth, 
alwell the 02d Maioꝛ, Reco2dcer, Aldermen and Sheriffes ofthe Citie of London, and all o- 
ther Officers and Miniſters of the ſayd Citie, as alſo all and ſingular Sheriffes, Juſtices of 


Peace, aud other Officers and Miniſters tn the leuerall Counties of this Nealme, and all 
Maiozs, Sheriffes, Bayltffes, Aldermen, and other Pagiſtrates, Officers and Miniſters 
ofall other c ities and Townes Coꝛpoꝛate, that they and euery ok them, within their ſeue⸗ 
rall Limits and Jurildictions reſpectiuely, doe carefully and diligently put in due and ſpee- 
die exetution the ſaid Oꝛders and Directions, and euerp of them, actoꝛding to his Mateſties 
ex pꝛeſſe pleaſure therein ſigntfied, as they will auoyd his Maieſties iuſt indignation, and ſuch 
further puniſhments as ſhall oꝛ map bee inflicted vpon them, foꝛ their neglect of any the dne- 
ties of their ſeuerall plates, and the contempt of this his Mateſties Royall Commandement. 

And becauſe in the ſcarcitie of Cozne , the plenty and cheapneſſe of other Uictnals, may 
helpe to giue ſome eaſe and reliefeto the pooꝛe, and the foꝛbearing of Fleſh, alwell in the time 
of Kent, as bpon other Fiſh-dayes, may bee a good meanes to dꝛaw downe the pꝛites of 
Fleſh, and willalſo be a good incouragement foꝛ the Trade of Fiſhing, when the certain 
Uent and Sale of Fiſh ſhall be pꝛouided foz. 

And whereas His Mateſli: vpon ſome of theſe conſiderations, hath by his Highneſſe P290- 
tlamation bearing date at the Court at hire Hall, the cighteenth day of January laſt paſt, 
ſet downecertatne Oꝛders and particular Directions foz reſtraint of killing, dzeſſing, and ea⸗ 
ting of Fleſh in Lent, and vpon other Fiſh⸗dayes, to be duely and ſtrictly obſerued, both foz 
the time of Lent then following, and foz all ſucceeding times, as thereby appeareth ; His 
Maieſtie hath tuſt cauſe to be offended at the Supine remiſſeneſſe, and wilfull contempt genes 
rally tommitted and ſuffered by the tnozdinatelibectie taken by allſozts of people againſt the 
good and wholeſome Ozdersconteinedin the ſaid Pzoclamation, vpon ſuch weightie Rea- 
ſons grounded, and in ſuch ſtrict termes deliuered and entopned. 

And therekoꝛe being relolued to take a moze ſtrict account thereof foꝛ the time to tome, both 
at the hands of the Officers to whom the execution thereofis committed, and ok euery pꝛiuate 
perlon that ſhall pꝛeſume to dilobey the lame; eſpectally in this time of generall feare, and ex⸗ 
pectation of Dearth (afby good and politique rule and oꝛder the lame be not in ſome good mea- 
ſure pꝛeuented) doth hereby ſtraightly charge and command aſwell the Lozd Maioꝛ of the 
Citie of London, fozand within the ſaid Citie and the Liberties thereof, and all and ſinguler 
Maio, chtiefe Officers ok other Cities, and Townes Cozpozate, and alſo the Juſtices of 
Peate, within the ſeuerall Counties of England and wales, that they and euery of them within 
the ſeuerall limits of their Commiſſions and Jurildictions reſpectiuelp, doe foꝛthwith moze 
diligently and tarefullp ſec and tauſe that the ſaid Pzoclamation of the eighteenth of January 
laſt,and all Articles andClauſes therein contatned,be both in Lentnext,and at all other times 
from hencefozth duely and ſtrictly obſerued and perkoꝛmed in euery point, vpon paine of His 
Maieſties high diſpleaſure, and ſuch Penalties as by the Lawes of this Vealme may bee in- 
flicted vpon the offenders, foz their neglect oꝛ contenipt of his Maieſtie oz his Lawes, vpon 
this ſetond warning. 

And whereas by an ancient and laudable Cuſtome no ſuppers were wont to bee kept on 
Fridayes, oz the Eues of Feaſts commanded to be faſted, noz vponWedneſdayes, oꝛ Satur- 
dayes in the Ember Weekes and time of Lent, but a generall abſtinence from Supperson 
thole nights: And the ſame courſe is to this day foꝛ the moſt part obſerued, not onely in his 


Maieſties moſt Honourable houſhold, and in the Families ofmoſt of the Nobilitie and great 
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men ofthe Kingdome ; but alſo in the Innes of Court and Chancery, and in the Colledges 
and Halles of both Uninerſitics, and all other publique places of good oꝛders, and in the 
houſes of many Knights and Eſquires that are moſt commended foꝛ good Houle keeping, ac- 
toꝛding to the ancient manner of England, foꝛ Which this Realme hath heretokoꝛe been ſo much 
honoured. Howbeit that good and laudable cuſtome is daply moze and moze neglected, and 
that good oꝛder bꝛoken eſpecially in Tauernes, Innes, Oꝛdinaries, Houſes of Dicing and 
Playing, Cookes houſes, and other Cictualling houſes, wherecommonly there is moze walte 
and erteſſe on the Faſting nights, then in any time of the wecke beſides, 

His Maieſtie therefoze doeth ſtraitly charge and command, that this ſad ancient and lau⸗ 
dable cuſtoine bee ſtrictly obſerued in all and ſinguler Tauernes, Innes, Oꝛdinartes, houſes 
of Dicing and Play, Cookes houſes, and other Uictuallinghouſes, and that no Duppers 
bee in them, 02 any of them, oꝛ by the owners ok them oꝛ any of them, oz their ſeruants 
had, dꝛeſſed oꝛ pꝛouided foꝛ to bee eaten either in their owne houſes, oꝛ elſewhere , vpon any 
the Faſting nights afozelayd; And that in the Bonds oꝛ Recognizancesto bee taken of them 
foꝛ obſeruation of Lent and Fiſh dayes, this Article bee ſpecially remembzed and pꝛoui⸗ 
ded koꝛ. 

Andashis Maieſtie docth tommaund this courſe to bee obſerued in the places afozeſayd, 
ſo Hee docth with the Aduice of His Ozuuy Counlell, commend the ſame courſe to the reſt of 
bis Subiects in their patuate Families, in this time of Startitie, and that they would, out 
of that Which (Mall bee laued bythis abſtinence, and by their ſober and moderate dyet at other 
times, charitably and bountifally employ ſome good pꝛopoꝛtion towards the relicfe of thoſe 
that (hall be in penury and want, and would be glad to be rekreſhed with the meaneſt of that 
foode which is ſuperfluouſly ſpent in Rich mens houles. 

And foꝛ the lame end, His Maieſtie by like Adnice of His Pꝛtuie Counſell doeth will and 
oꝛdaine, that the viſual Feaſts at the Halles of Companies in London, which at other times 
haue beene, and may bee vled, bee, during the time of Sickneſſe oz Dearththis ycere fog- 
bozne. 

And becauſe the ſayd Sotieties and Companies ſhall by this meanes of putting ouer their 
Feaſtes, ſpare much money of that which hath becne herctofoze vſually ſpent that way, 
His Mateſtte doeth ſpecially recommend it vnto them; that thoſe who ſhould haue bozne 
the Charge of thoſe Feaſtes, would allow, if not moꝛe, pet at the leaſttheone halle of what 
that Charge would haue come vnto, towards the reliefe of the pooꝛe, which being oꝛder⸗ 
ly diſburſed , will bee a great comfoꝛt vnto them, and will bee a matter of great Charitie in 
the doers thereof, and beeing by them accozdingly perfozmed, His Maieſtie will gract- 
ouſly accept thereof, and Will finde meanes to gine them their due commendation and 
Right; as on the contrary, Hee ſhall haue tauſe to remember the hardneſſe of their hearts 
which in this time ol want ſhall ſhew themſelues ſo mertileſſe, as not to diſtribute vpon the 
pooꝛe, one halfe of that, which they would bee content to ſpend on a Feaſt, which may well 
bee ſpared. 

And whereas his Maieſtie is inkoꝛmed, that ſundzy Merchants, Strangers and N- 
liens of Fozraigne Countreys, in Amitie with his Maieſtie, haue been heretofoꝛe accuſtos 
med to bꝛing their Shippes and other Ueſſels from their owne Countreys, into ſome of the 
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Poꝛtes, Hauens , oꝛ Creekes of England oz Wales, Unuictualled of purpoſe, that vnder coz 
jour of taking in a ſupply of Freſh-Uictuals foꝛ theirneceſſities, they might Utctuall them- 
ſelues , and their Shippe-Company from hence foz other long Uoyages, Whereby ſuch 
Strangers haue beene ſuffered to carry away much of the Tozne and Utceuals , where- 
withall His Maicſtics owne Subietts ſhould haue beene ſuſtapned and relieued, and they 
by that meanes pinched with want, which in time of Scarcitte is by no meanes to bee ſuf- 


fered. 


His Maieſtie therefoze doeth by this P:oclamation giue in expꝛeſle Charge and Com⸗ 
mand, as well the Toꝛd Matozof London, foꝛ the Pozt of London, as to all Matozs and o⸗ 
ther Magiſtrates of the Out-Poꝛts, and all Creekes and Harboꝛough Townes, and to all 
Sheriffes and Juſtices of Peace of the Maritine Counties, as alſo to all Cuſtomers, Comp- 
trollers, Scarchers, and other His Maieſties Officers of His Cuſtomes, and to euerp of 
them reſpectinely, that they in no Wiſe ſuffer any ſuch thing to bee done hereafter : Not- 
withſtanding , Pfanyſuch Aliens oꝛ Strangers ſhall with their Ships o2 other Uecſſels by 
diſtreſſe of weather at Sea, ozother incuitable accident be dꝛiuen into any the Pozts,Hanens, 
Creeks oꝛ Harboꝛoughs afozeſayd; His Maicſtic is well pleaſed, that they ſhall haue libertie to 
p2outde and take vpſuch quantities of Uictuals, and pꝛopoꝛtion of neteſſaries fo: their Ship- 
Company onelp, as by the Lozd Matoz of London fo2 the Pozt of London, oz by the Matoz 
oꝛ chicfe Magiltrate of the ſayd Poꝛt Towne, Hauen oꝛ Creeke in the Out Poꝛts, where 
the ſayd Ship ſhall be dꝛiuen in, and by two ofthe next Juſtices of Peace of the County ad- 
toyning , ſhall bee thonght fit to bee allowed foꝛ their neceſſary ſuſtenance, in their returnetn- 
to their owne Countreys onely,andnot otherwiſe: And theſe pꝛopoꝛtions ſo allowed by them 
to be ſet downe in waiting, vnder their hands, to be certified to the Loꝛd Treaſurer of England, 
within fourty dapes after ſuch allowance giuen. 


And in like manner, His Mateſtic doeth hereby gine a ſpeciall Charge as well to the 
Lo: Nato: of the Citie of London, and all Maioꝛs and Pagiſtrates of the Out-Poztes, 
as allo to all Sheriffes, and Juſtices ot Peate of the Maritine Counties, and all and ſingy- 
lar His Maieſties Officers of His Cuſtomes, koꝛ their ſeuerall Limites, plates of atten⸗ 
dance, and Jurildictions reſpectinely, that the Articles ſpecified in the ſaid PmpzintedBooke 
of Oꝛders fo: reſtrapning the Expoꝛtation of Coꝛne and Uictuall be duely and carefully ob- 


ſerned and put in execution. 


Laſtly, His Maieſtie doeth hereby ſignifie and detlare to all and ſingular Patozs, Shez 
riffes, Juſtices of Peace, Bayliffes, Aldermen, and other His Officers, Miniſters and 
Subiects whome it may concerne ; That as His Maieſtie hath publiſhed this His Royall 
Pꝛotlamation, and the ſayd Impꝛinted Oꝛders foꝛ the ſafety, weale and plenty of His peo⸗ 
ple, and foꝛ the pꝛeſeruing of the lines and health of the pooꝛe, againſt Famine, and the 
diſeaſes which follow the want of wholeſome faode, and doubteth not but good effects will 
enſue thereof , if enery man in his place will readily and willingly put to a helping hand; 


+ 


fo: the execution of the good Oꝛders touteined in the ſayd Booke , and in this His Pꝛo⸗ 
clamation: So, if by neglect, o2 contempt hercof, thoſe euill effects which may then bee 
fcared, doe enſue, His Majeſtic and His Throne are innocent; And the offendours as 
they may well expect the iuſt Judgement of Almighty God, lo let them bee aſſured , that 
His Maieſtie will require a ſtrict and ſeuere accompt of them, and inflict ſuch puniſhment 
on them, as t[oſc perſons deſerue, who doe incurre Hts high diſpleaſure and indigna- 
tion, and as map iuſtly bee inflicted vpon the tontemners of His Royall Commandemient, 


in a caſe of ſuch neceſſity and impoꝛtance. 


Giuen at His MAIESHIES Court at Hampton, the eight and twentieth day of 
September, in the ſixt yeere of His M a1z 5s T1zs Reigne of Great Britaine, 


France and Ireland. 


God que the King. a 
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ter to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie: and by the 
Aſsignes of lohn Bill. M. D C. XXX. 


